
STANWIX RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting held on Wednesday, 11th February 2026 at 7.30 pm in Houghton Village Hall 
 
PRESENT 
The Chairman, Cllr C Nicholson, Cllrs A Bell, B Bell, E Leitch, and A Robinson.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
One member of the public. The Clerk, S Kyle. 
 
SR 626/02/26 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Savory, Nedved and Watson. Apologies were also 
noted from Cumberland Cllr J Mallinson.  
 
SR 638/02/26 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY, 13th 
JANUARY 2025 
Resolved to authorise the Chairman to sign, as a true and accurate record, the minutes of the last 
meeting of the Parish Council.   
 
SR 639/02/26 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Robinson declared an interest in planning application 25/0655. Cllr Nicholson rescinded his 
interest in planning application 25/0522 following the demise of the landowner.   
 
SR 640/02/26 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
640.1 Members of the Public 
Cllr Robinson noted that he had written representations regarding planning application 26/0655 which 
were available for members to read.  
 
One resident was in attendance, stating a wish to make the following representations on behalf of a 
few residents: 
• Appreciation was expressed for the drainage work being carried out on the car park at Houghton 

Village Hall.  
• A query was raised regarding drainage in the main area of Green. The Chairman stated that the 

works required in the car park should alleviate the nearby drainage problems, but the situation 
will continue to be monitored and addressed in stages as necessary.  

• The resident had hoped to seek clarification from Cllr Watson (refer to SR 626/02/26 above)  
regarding the extent of public usage of the Brunstock Common Land. 

• With regard to its usage, the resident expressed concern regarding further expenditure on the 
Common Land, as it was felt that the total sum for all works to date (~£25,000) is 
disproportionate, and it was hoped that at least one Councillor might seek to prevent further 
expenditure in the hamlet. 
• The resident noted that some documents had been omitted from the Parish Council’s 

website, which, it was claimed, was hard to navigate, compared to that of a neighbouring 
Parish Council. These observations were noted by the Clerk.  



• The resident reported that a group of teenagers had climbed on the Houghton Green goal 
posts and also deposited litter.  It was requested that this be brought to the attention of the 
police and that the police should be more visible in the Village. 

 
640.2 Cumberland Councillors 
No ward councillors were present. 
 
SR 641/02/26 PLANNING MATTERS 
641.1 Resolved to note withdrawn applications: 

25/0522 Land at Hadrian's Camp, Houghton Road, Houghton, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA3 0LG Display 
Of 1no. V Board Sign, 1no. Totem Sign, 1no. Show Home Sign, 1no. Marketing Suite Sign, 2no. Parking, 
1no. Health & Safety Signs, 8no. Flags & Signage To Sales Cabin (All Non Illuminated) 24 updated 
documents, 65 houses, withdrawn application only for the above, actual progression of application 
continues  

641.2 To consider applications received 
25/0629 5 Smithy Croft, Houghton, Carlisle, CA3 0NS Erection Of Two Storey Side Extension To 
Provide Living Room, Utility Room, Snug, And Shower Room On Ground Floor With 2no. Bedrooms 
(1no. En Suite) Above; Erection Of Single Storey Rear Extension To Provided Extended Kitchen 
Together With Erection Of Detached Outbuilding & Canopy (Revised Application) 
Resolved that the application be determined in accordance with local and national planning policy 
and guidance.  

26/0023 8 Beech Grove, Houghton, Carlisle, CA3 0NU Variation Of Condition 2 (Approved 
Documents) Of Previously Approved Permission 24/0543 (Erection Of Single Storey Side And Rear 
Extension To Provide Additional Living Accommodation; Erection Of Front And Rear Dormers To 
Roof To Provide 1no. Additional Bedroom At First Floor Level) To Change Dormer Roofs From Pitch 
To Flat 
Resolved that the application be determined in accordance with local and national planning policy 
and guidance.  

26/0019 Walby Hall, Birky Lane, Walby, Carlisle, CA6 4QL Reinstatement of Courtyard Barn 
Following Storm Damage 
Resolved that the application be determined in accordance with local and national planning policy 
and guidance.  

26/0032 The Old Cottage, Linstock, Carlisle, CA6 4QD Proposed Replacement of Existing 
Thatched Roof with Natural Slate Including 2no. Roof Lights to Front Elevation 

A brief discussion was held regarding the history of the property and the installation of the thatched 
roof.  
Resolved that the matter be determined in accordance with local and national planning policy. A 
full response will be ratified in March.  

26/0047 Eden Lodge Retreat, Eden Golf Club, Crosby on Eden, Carlisle, CA6 4RA - Removal Of 
Condition 3 (No Chalet, Caravan Or Other Unit Of Tourism Accommodation As Described In The 
Planning Permission Shall Be Occupied Other Than By Bona Fide Holidaymakers, Shall Not Be 
Occupied For More Than 28 Successive Days By Any Individual Or Group, And Any Such Individual 
Or Group Shall Not Occupy The Chalet, Caravan Or Unit As Otherwise Specified For More Than 13 



Weeks In Any Calendar Year) Of Previously Approved Permission 21/0111 (Change Of Use Of Part 
Of Golf Course To Allow For Stationing Of Up To 100 Caravans) 

It was noted that the application could potentially lead to 100 new effective dwellings, which would 
place a burden on the school, infrastructure and drainage. The matter will be considered fully, and 
a draft response will be circulated before ratification at a future meeting.  

641.3 Resolved to receive refusal notices: 
23/0347 Land at Brunstock Lane, Houghton, Carlisle Residential Development Consisting Of 
163no. Dwellings & Associated Infrastructure 

The Chairman provided an update following refusal of the application at the Development Control 
Committee. The main reasons for refusal were outlined although it was noted that appeal was 
possible.  

641.4 Resolved to Receive Planning updates 
25/0655 Land to the east of Lansdowne Close/Lansdowne Court, Carlisle Erection Of 91no. 
Dwellings with Associated Parking, Landscaping, Drainage and Surface Water Attenuation, Public 
Open Space and Access (Revised Application) 

Written representations from a resident were circulated to members, detailing various concerns, 
including flood risk. It was also noted that the resident has not received a response from planning 
officers to recent correspondence. 

Cllr Leitch reinforced concerns regarding flooding. 

The Chairman noted that the earliest the application can go to committee is April. He also noted 
that he is continuing to work on a submission, currently analysing swept path analyses.  

 
SR 642/02/26 CLERK’S REPORT 
In addition to the matters on the agenda, the following matters were also verbally reported:  
Police Letter 
It was confirmed that no response had yet been received.  
 
Benches 
It was confirmed that the bench anchors have been fitted at Linstock. Permission is still being sought 
for installation at Whiteclosegate from Cumberland Council. 
 
Noticeboards 
Maintenance issues with a number of noticeboards in the parish has been reported resulting in the 
agenda not being displayed in certain locations. A plan to replace the timber boards with recycled 
plastic had been paused due to funding concerns, budget may need to be allocated to ensure that 
communications can continue. However, it was noted that we are legally complying with the statutory 
requirements.  
 
Crosby Parish Hall 
It was reported that committee members are urgently required to ensure the continued operation of 
the Hall. Assistance has been offered, including chairing a community meeting to find community 
support and referring to ACT Cumbria.  
 



Houghton Verges 
Concerns were raised regarding verges on Houghton Road. The matter has been re-referred to the 
Cumberland Council. It is hoped Cumberland Cllr Mallinson can take the matter forward.  
 
Autospeedwatch 
It was noted that Cumberland Highways have responded to the request for consent, however they have 
advised that the police are no longer supporting their data use. The matter will be considered fully at a 
future meeting. 
 
Freedom of Information 
The above was submitted to Cumberland Council regarding their re-employment of planning officers. 
A summary of the response was provided to members, noting that some information may be withheld 
due to GDPR and data protection, but a response will be followed up on as appropriate.  
 
Houghton Parking 
A report has been made to the Police following complaints over parking adjacent to the café on the 
green. No response has been received to date. A report has also been made regarding parking by HGV’s 
parking at the church.  
 
SR 643/02/26 VILLAGE MATTERS 
643.1 Linstock Barrier 
A quotation had been received for labour of up to £475, plus materials to be purchased separately and 
directly by the Parish Council. It was also noted that signage may be required once the barrier is 
installed to advise that there is no through road.   
Resolved to proceed with the works at the estimated costs.  
 
643.2 Tree maintenance 
Resolved to proceed with works to the dogwood and willow trees on Houghton village green, with a 
maximum cost of £1800.   
 
643.3 Linstock Defibrillator cabinet  
Members were informed that an intermittent fault had developed with the defibrillator cabinet heater 
which cannot be repaired.  
Resolved to proceed with the purchase and installation of a new cabinet.  
 
 
SR 644/02/26 ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
644.1 AGAR Assertion 10 
The Clerk noted that various works were required on the website to comply with the above. 
Modifications had already begun, and a full review was underway to ensure compliance, including the 
purchase of a .gov domain for the website. Cllr email inbox provision will also likely be required going 
forward, but a further report will be given at the March meeting.  
Resolved to proceed with required compliance measures.   
 
644.2 Grants 



Resolved to open the 2026/27 grant scheme without changes to the previously agreed criteria.  
 
SR 645/02/26 Highways Matters 
645.1 Houghton Drainage (Village Hall Car Park)  
Members were informed that Andidrain had attended for four hours and removed some roots in the 
blocked drains. However, it is believed that the adjacent lamp post may have been installed through 
the side of the pipe, and the area needs full excavation.  
Resolved to ring fence £1000 for the urgent works and proceed as soon as possible. A quotation for the 
necessary works is being sought from Rod Hind Drainage.  
 
SR 646/02/26 FINANCE MATTERS 
647.1 Payments 
Resolved to authorise payment of the accounts listed in document SR0226.  
 
647.2 Bank Reconciliation 
Resolved to note the bank reconciliation as noted in document SR0226. 
 
SR 648/02/26 COUNCILLOR MATTERS 
Cllr Robinson noted a party-political flyer being circulated and queried whether this affected the ward 
representation. It was agreed that the Cumberland Council Democratic Officer could be asked for 
further details.  
 
SR 648/02/26 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Resolved that the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on Wednesday 11th March 2026, at 
Houghton Village Hall at 7.30pm. Agenda items must be submitted to the Clerk by 2nd March 2026.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.44pm. 


