
 

 

STANWIX RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting held on Wednesday, 11th March 2026 at 7.30pm in Houghton Village 
Hall 

 
PRESENT 
The Chairman, Cllr C Nicholson, Cllrs A Bell, B Bell, A Robinson, and C Savory.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Two members of the public. Cumberland Cllr J Mallinson. The Clerk, S Kyle. 
 
SR 649/03/26 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Leitch, Nedved & Watson. 
 
SR 650/03/26 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2026 
Resolved to authorise the Chairman to sign, as a true and accurate record, the minutes of the 
last meeting of the Parish Council.  
 
SR 651/03/26 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Robinson declared an interest in planning application 25/0655.  
No requests for dispensations were received.  
 
SR 652/03/26 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
652.1 Members of the Public 
One member of the public expressed concerns about the ongoing investigations into drainage 
affecting Houghton Village Hall car park. She claimed the contractors were sceptical that the 
existing works would solve the drainage problem on the Green. The Chairman reiterated that 
works were ongoing and that the matter would be covered later on the agenda. The member of 
the public noted a budgeted amount of £8,501 to Brunstock and asked where this figure had 
been minuted; she was advised to contact the Clerk for such information. It was also 
confirmed that drainage at Linstock was currently resolved. The Chairman stated that the 
Parish Council would spend what it needs to spend, where funds are required, regardless of 
expenditure in other areas of the Parish. 
 
The same member of the public noted that the website had received updates and requested 
that future changes be made to the financial information.  
 
A second member of the public noted they were in attendance only to observe.  
 
 



 

 

652.2 Cumberland Councillors 
Cumberland Cllr J Mallinson reported that Cumberland Council has approved its budget, with 
an expected increase in Council tax due to the level of Cumberland Council debt. He 
expressed concern that the situation will worsen over the next three financial years. A detailed 
discussion followed about the financial challenges facing Cumberland Council.  
 
Cumberland Cllr Mallinson also mentioned that speed limit reviews across the county, 
including for Tribune Drive, are currently underway.  
 
SR 653/03/26 PLANNING MATTERS 
653.1 Resolved to receive planning consent decisions: 

25/0720 8 Jackson Road, Houghton, Carlisle, CA3 0NW Demolition of Existing Lean-to 
Rear Extension; Erection of Single Storey Rear Extension to Provide Extended Kitchen; 
Conversion of Garage to Provide Living Room & Erection of Single Storey Front 
Extension to Extend Hallway 
 
25/0614 Fairholme Farm, Birky Lane, Walby, Carlisle, CA6 4QL Change of Use of 
Former Poultry Unit to Use Class B8 (Storage & Distribution); external alterations to 
provide new doors to front elevation and 3 no. fire escapes on the rear elevation 
 

653.2 Resolved to ratify submitted applications: 
26/0047 Eden Lodge Retreat, Eden Golf Club, Crosby on Eden, Carlisle, CA6 4RA - 
Removal Of Condition 3 (No Chalet, Caravan Or Other Unit Of Tourism Accommodation 
As Described In The Planning Permission Shall Be Occupied Other Than By Bona Fide 
Holidaymakers, Shall Not Be Occupied For More Than 28 Successive Days By Any 
Individual Or Group, And Any Such Individual Or Group Shall Not Occupy The Chalet, 
Caravan Or Unit As Otherwise Specified For More Than 13 Weeks In Any Calendar Year) 
Of Previously Approved Permission 21/0111 (Change Of Use Of Part Of Golf Course To 
Allow For Stationing Of Up To 100 Caravans)  
 

653.3 Resolved to consider applications received: 
26/0103 East Lodge, Houghton House, Houghton, Carlisle, CA6 4JN Change of Use 
from C3 (Residential) To C2 (Residential Children's Home) 
Concerns were considered regarding the suitability of the location. 
Resolved that, regrettably, the Parish Council objects to the application.  
 
26/0074 7 Centurions Walk, Carlisle, CA3 0JL Demolition of Garage; Erection of 
Ground Floor Side/Rear Extension to Provide Additional Living Accommodation; 
Erection of Forward Projecting Glazed Gable to Front Elevation Providing Porch on 
Ground Floor; Provision Of 2no. Dormer Windows to Rear to Facilitate Loft Conversion 
Providing 2no. Bedrooms 



 

 

Resolved to recommend determination in accordance with national planning policy 
and guidance.  
 
26/0004 HDG Land to the south of Holme View, Linstock, Carlisle, CA6 4PZ Removal 
of Hedge 
Concerns were expressed that the historic hedge had been healthy and affects the 
setting of the Village Green. It was noted that the application was retrospective. 
Resolved that the Parish Council appreciates the officers' attention to their query. It is 
also noted that the application did not mention the replacement of the 150-year-old 
hedge, which was approximately sixty metres long and played a significant role in the 
character of the village green. The Parish Council will therefore strongly urge that the 
LPA require the full planting of a new hedgerow.  
 
 26/0017/S211 Avalon, Rickerby, Carlisle, CA3 9AA Removal Of 1no. Willow Tree & 
3no. Cypress Leylandii in Rickerby Conservation Area 
Resolved that the application be determined in accordance with local and national 
planning policy and guidance.  
 

653.4 Resolved to Receive Planning updates 
25/0521 Land at Hadrian's Camp, Houghton Road, Houghton, Carlisle, Cumbria, 
CA3 0LG Residential Development with Associated Open Space, Infrastructure, 
Landscaping and Ancillary Works Including Temporary Construction Access, Haul 
Roads & Sales Cabin 
No updates were provided.  
 
25/0655 Land to the east of Lansdowne Close/Lansdowne Court, Carlisle Erection 
Of 91no. Dwellings with Associated Parking, Landscaping, Drainage and Surface Water 
Attenuation, Public Open Space and Access (Revised Application) 
The Chairman reported that there has been a four-page document from the Housing 
Team and another document from Natural England which states they are re-assessing 
their nutrient neutrality for the Eden catchment. This will exclude large areas of Carlisle 
and would require a construction environmental management plan to ensure there is 
no contamination of the River Eden SAC. 
It was also noted that residents from the locality were concerned that the Parish 
Council report had not yet been submitted; the Chairman reassured the meeting the 
matter was in hand. Concerns over the lack of public ability to consult on such statutory 
responses are to be forwarded to Cumberland Cllr Mallinson.  

 
SR 654/03/26 CLERK’S REPORT 
In addition to the matters on the agenda, the following matters were also verbally reported:  
Cllr Resignation 



 

 

It was noted that Cllr David Small had regretfully resigned from the Parish Council. The matter 
will be acknowledged formally at the next meeting. 
 
Police Letter 
It was confirmed that no response had yet been received.  
 
Benches 
It was confirmed that permission is still being sought for installation at Whiteclosegate from 
Cumberland Council, but discussions had now recommenced. 
 
Houghton Verges 
Concerns were again raised regarding verges on Houghton Road with Cllr Mallinson offering to 
take the matter forward, cautioning that budgets will likely prevent any works.  
 
Linstock Green Tree 
It was noted that a tree has fallen at the above location, and its removal has been requested. 
 
Crosby Speeding 
Concerns were raised by a member of the public about speeding in Crosby on Eden. Cllr 
Mallinson will take the matter forward, although he was cautioned that all traffic regulation 
orders are being dealt with collectively and there may be a lengthy delay before they are 
considered, if applicable.  
 
SR 655/03/26 VILLAGE MATTERS 
655.1 Houghton Village Green Drainage 
Members were informed that following the removal of the willow tree and initial camera 
excavations, further work had cleared debris but revealed that two fibre optic cable ducts had 
severed the pipe. Work was ongoing to identify who caused the damage, and they would be 
held responsible for remedial actions. In the meantime, once the weather improves, a camera 
survey will be conducted on another section of the pipe. 
 
655.2 Houghton Layby - Long Term Parking Issue and Houghton Road Parking Congestion 
Near Co-Op Square 
A significant long-term parking issue with the layby was reported, which was having a negative 
effect on the shop and post office. It was considered that the school and nursery could be 
approached again to discuss parking solutions. Cllr Mallinson reported that there is a current 
Cumberland Council initiative with problem parking at schools in the locality, which could be 
useful to investigate first.   
 
 
 



 

 

SR 656/03/26 ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
656.1 AGAR Assertion 10 
It was reported that necessary website updates had been implemented and the site would 
continue to be updated regularly. Work to meet assertion 10 will be advanced before the 
statutory deadline, although compliance over the past twelve months must be recognised as 
not having been fully achieved during the audit process. 
Resolved to proceed with necessary compliance measures, including implementing an IT 
policy (with training), updating the accessibility statement, and providing email addresses for 
all councillors. Expenditure on email accounts was authorised as needed.  
 
656.2 Risk Assessment 
Resolved to accept the risk assessment.   
 
SR 657/03/26 FINANCE MATTERS 
657.1 Payments 
Resolved to authorise payment of the accounts listed in document SR0326.  
 
657.2 Bank Reconciliation 
Resolved to note the bank reconciliation as noted in document SR0326. 
 
657.3 Asset register 
Resolved to receive the updated asset register for the current council year. 
 
Two members of the public left the meeting.  
  
657.4 Internal Audit Documentation 
Resolved to receive and accept the circulated documentation for the current council year and 
to approve Mr R Gordon as the internal auditor. It was noted that governance would be given 
increased priority in future years by the external auditor, with the requirement for specific 
auditor qualifications to be met from 2027/28 onwards. 
 
SR 658/03/26 COUNCILLOR MATTERS 
No matters were raised. 
 
SR 659/03/26 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Resolved that the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on Wednesday 8th April 2026, at 
Houghton Village Hall at 7.30pm. Agenda items must be submitted to the Clerk by 30th March 
2026.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.44pm. 


