
STANWIX RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Agreed Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday, 13th January 2026 at 7.30 pm in Houghton Village Hall 
 
PRESENT 
The Chairman, Cllr C Nicholson, Cllrs A Bell, B Bell, E Leitch, P Nedved, A Robinson, C Savory, and N Watson.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Two members of the public. The Clerk, S Kyle 
 
SR 626/01/26 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
No apologies for absence were received.  
 
SR 627/01/26 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 10th DECEMBER 2025 
Resolved to authorise the Chairman to sign, as a true and accurate record, the minutes of the last meeting of 
the Parish Council.  Cllr Leitch offered apologies retrospectively for not attending the meeting.  
 
SR 628/01/26 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Robinson declared an interest in planning application 25/0655.   
 
SR 629/01/26 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
629.1 Members of the Public 
One member of the public attended to make representations regarding planning application 25/0655 on behalf 
of himself and his local community. He raised numerous concerns about possible errors and anomalies in the 
application form, potential hazards posed by the SUDS pond, the absence of a nutrient neutrality statement, 
and the eventual renewal of the treatment plant. He also expressed concern about Cumberland Council’s 
decision not to accept his objection(s), which he submitted after the statutory deadline.  
 
Cllr Robinson endorsed the member of the public comments.  
 
629.1 Cumberland Cllrs 
No Cumberland Cllrs were present.  
 
SR 630/01/26 PLANNING MATTERS 
630.1 To ratify submitted applications 

25/0623 3 Eden Mews, Green Lane, Crosby on Eden, Carlisle, CA6 4RB - Creation of Gate Access Within 
Existing Wall 
Noted that the application had been responded to under the corresponding Listed Buildings Consent.  
 
25/0685 Fernlea, Linstock, Carlisle, CA6 4PZ - Demolition of Existing Single Storey Extension and Side 
Carport; Erection of Replacement Single Storey Rear Extension to Provide Additional Living 
Accommodation; Change of Use of Adjacent Paddock to Be Incorporated into Garden Area 
Resolved to ratify the application which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.  
 
25/0696 Beck Cottage, Brunstock Lane, Houghton, Carlisle, CA6 4JE - Change of Use from Fabrication 
and Machinery Workshop to Provide 2no. Dwellings Together with Minor Alterations Including Partially 
Revised Roof Shape, New Windows and Doors 
Resolved to ratify the application which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.  

 
630.2 To consider applications received 



25/0720 8 Jackson Road, Houghton, Carlisle, CA3 0NW - Demolition of Existing Lean-to Rear Extension; 
Erection of Single Storey Rear Extension to Provide Extended Kitchen; Conversion of Garage to Provide Living 
Room & Erection of Single Storey Front Extension to Extend Hallway 
Resolved that the application should be determined in accordance with local and national planning policy 
and guidance.  

 
630.3 To receive permission notices 

25/0600 Walby Hall, Birky Lane, Walby, Carlisle, CA6 4QL Reinstatement of Courtyard Barn Following 
Storm Damage (LBC) 
 

630.4 Resolved to Receive Planning updates 
23/0347 Land at Brunstock Lane, Houghton, Carlisle - Residential Development Consisting of 163no. 
Dwellings & Associated Infrastructure 
Members were informed that the Development Control Committee site visit had been held, and a brief 
update was provided. The Chairman will attend the Committee to support the Officer's recommendation 
for refusal. It was also noted that a resident's objection received after the deadline had been uploaded to 
the website.  
 
Cllr Nedved noted that there were 388 objections, yet there was concern about the potential for an appeal. 
He also reported that the required White clawed crayfish report has not been submitted by Natural 
England.   
 
25/0655 Land to the east of Lansdowne Close/Lansdowne Court, Carlisle Erection Of 91no. Dwellings 
with Associated Parking, Landscaping, Drainage and Surface Water Attenuation, Public Open Space and 
Access (Revised Application) 
The matter had been primarily considered under public participation. The Parish Council response is likely 
to be submitted by mid-February.  

 
SR 631/01/26 CLERK’S REPORT 
In addition to the matters on the agenda, the following matters were also verbally reported:  
Brunstock Gate / Signage for Linstock Play Area / Speed Letter 
All matters remain ongoing and outstanding.  
 
SR 632/01/26 VILLAGE MATTERS 
632.1 Linstock Barrier 
The matter was deferred until the February meeting as the quotation has not yet been received.  
 
632.2 Tree maintenance 
Five quotations were requested following receipt of the tree risk assessment.  
Resolved to accept a quotation from R&M Lowther for an estimated price of £2840+vat. 
 
A price from a separate contractor had been received for works to trees adjacent to Houghton Village Hall. Given 
the price (£1800), it was agreed to defer the work and request a further quotation for the work to be undertaken at 
the same time as the above. This will be considered at a future meeting.  
 
SR 633/01/26 ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
622.1 Police online meeting 
It was reported that the meeting proceeded with five Councils represented; the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
attended on behalf of the Parish Council. It was noted that the Autospeedwatch cameras would receive police 
support in their application to Cumbria Highways, and a brief update was provided on the southern bypass.  
 



SR 634/01/26 Highways Matters 
634.1 Speedwatch Houghton 
The team carried out 10 one-hour observation sessions in November and December 2025, during which 106 
speeders were recorded. Details were forwarded to the police to issue warning letters. As ever, many vehicles 
slowed significantly when the team was operating, yet many were still recorded travelling at 34 – 35 mph. 
Overall, 27 sessions have now been conducted, with 309 speeding vehicles logged. The summary of speed 
watch observations 2017 – 2025 is now on the SRPC website. 
 
634.2 Houghton Drainage 
Severe flooding occurring on Houghton Village Hall car park was discussed. 
Resolved to proceed with drainage works at a cost of up to £1200 plus VAT from Andidrain.  
 
SR 635/01/26 FINANCE MATTERS 
635.1 Payments 
Resolved to authorise payment of the accounts listed in document SR0126.  
 
635.2 Bank Reconciliation 
Resolved to note the bank reconciliation as noted in document SR0126. 
 
SR 636/01/26 COUNCILLOR MATTERS 
Cllr Robinson reported concerns that Cllr Wernham and particularly Cllr Davison are not in regular attendance 
at the parish council meetings, given the ongoing planning application in Cllr Davison’s ward.  
 
Cllr Savory has received several complaints about parking adjacent to the café in Houghton, which obstructs 
visibility and impedes pedestrians. The Police Community Support Officers have previously been contacted; 
however, their on-site attendance is unknown. Cllr Nicholson noted that it is also causing problems with parking 
in the Village Hall car park. It was agreed to re-contact the PCSOs and remind them that the matter needs 
attention. 
 
Cllr Nicholson reported that HGVs are parking adjacent to the church in Houghton, at the stub road end. HGVs 
are parking overnight, yet the route is access-only for vehicles over 7.5 tonnes. Police have referred the Chairman 
to Cumberland Council for action. The owner of the vehicle(s) could also be informed.  
 
SR 637/01/26 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Resolved that the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on Wednesday 11th February 2026, at Houghton 
Village Hall at 7.30pm. Agenda items must be submitted to the Clerk by 5th February 2026.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.13pm.  
 


