STANWIX RURAL PARISH

ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING

Houghton Village Hall

Wednesday, 13 May 2026

7.15 p.m.

Under the chairmanship of Mr C Nicholson (Chairman of the Parish Council)

The Parish Meeting is open to all electors of the parish and can discuss all
parish affairs and pass resolutions about them.

AGENDA
1. Apologies

2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 May 2025
3. Chairman’s Report for 2025/26

4. Any other matters concerning the Parish

W

S Kyle
Clerk to the Council
3 May 2026



STANWIX RURAL PARISH
Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 14" May 2025 at 7:00p.m.

1. Present
The Chairman, Mr C Nicholson (Chairman of Stanwix Rural Parish Council), 6 Parish Councillors and
Mrs S Kyle, Clerk to the Parish Council.

Apologies were received from 3 parish councillors

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 1 May 2024
Approved and signed by Mr C Nicholson.

3. Chairman’s Report 2024/25

Last year | began by expressing, unusually for me, an optimistic hope that, as we entered the second
quarter of the 21st century, stability and tolerance would prevail and allow a long overdue return of
understanding, accord and prosperity. Well, we all know the grim reality of the last 12 months - and |
should have known better than to break the habit of a lifetime.

As an exercise in tempting fate it was, however, a great success, because after announcing last year that
Parish Council had not raised the parish precept for the sixth time in succession, a number of issues forced
us to raise the precept by 10% for 2025/26. This means an increase for a Band D property, the generally
accepted yardstick, of just over £3 a year — less than 1p a day. The Parish Council always strives to keep its
precept demand to an absolute minimum but, like everyone else, it is vulnerable to the effects of climate
change — both meteorological and financial. This regrettable but unavoidable increase will, however, enable
the Parish Council to continue service delivery, including for example greens maintenance, play area
provision and upgrades, capital grants to local groups and village halls and, of course, the very popular and
well attended Summer Play Days.

Having just alluded to the effects of climate change it is apt that | mention the Parish Council’s Emergency
Plan, which has now been fully updated and adopted. No doubt most of us, especially those in Crosby, will
have vivid memories of the floods of 7th-8th January 2005 and Storm Desmond on 5th-6th December 2015.
The plan will keep Stanwix Parish Council informed about how it might react in an emergency in partnership
with the relevant statutory emergency responders. Huge thanks are due to Emergency Planning Group Lead
Clir Elizabeth Leitch who, with Clir's Angela and Barry Bell and Clir Paul Nedved, devoted much time and
effort to bring the plan to fruition. Also to Jozi Brown, of Action with Communities in Cumbria for her advice.
A condensed version of the plan, together with advice for householders on planning for such events as
major storm impacts, or power failures lasting longer than 24 hours etc., will shortly be available on the
Parish Council Website.

Compared to those disasters the flooding on Houghton Road near the Eden Gate bus stop has been but an
irritation, albeit a significant and persistent one lasting several years. The tidal waves from even slow
moving vehicles rendering the bus stop unusable following anything more than a modest shower. After
many letters and emails lobbying County Highways to act, the estate’s developer, Story, performed drainage
modification works that appear to have largely rectified the problem. Although some inevitable pooling still
occurs during and after heavy rain, the kerb to kerb ponding now seems to be a thing of the past. Much
may depend

on keeping the gully drains clear, and in this everyone can help by reporting issues directly to Cumberland
Highways via its Highways Hotline.

Another long running saga is that of the footpath between Millcroft and Brampton Road (opposite the Near
Boot). On 7 August 2020 the Parish Council lodged a formal request, with then Cumbria County Council, to
officially recognise the footpath and include it as such on its Definitive Map. Now, almost 4 and a half years
later, | can report that the order was confirmed on 7 January 2025, and came into effect following notice in
the Cumberland News on 17 January 2025. The footpath is therefore now formal Public Right of Way
(PRoW) identified as FP 132026 on the Definitive Map.

The number of walkers, both local and longer distance hikers, that use Stanwix Rural’s network of PROWSs



seems to be increasing. Walkers will often rest on one of the dozen or so benches the Parish Council
maintains at various locations, and will perhaps reflect on the plaque that some of them bear in memory of
the sacrifices made by the Border Regiment during WW1. At the end of last October the bench on Tarraby
Common Land was wrecked by vandals. The incident was reported in the press under the heading ‘Outrage
after commemorative WW1 bench destroyed in Tarraby’. As a result Carlisle company Top Notch
Contractors Ltd. Offered to donate and install a replacement. The Parish Council was delighted to accept
this generous offer on behalf of the community and the new bench, along with its commemorative plaque,
was subsequently installed.

A subject that can occupy a significant amount of Parish Council time is ‘planning’ — more accurately
described as Development Control. Since last year’s Annual Meeting the Parish Council has dealt with 28
planning applications, a markedly lower total than the 10 year average of 43. As most are Householder
Applications it seems likely that the slowdown will be due to effects of UK consumer prices increasing by
over 20% in the 3 years to May 2024 [House of Commons Library: Rising cost of living in the UK, Research
Briefing, 1 July 2024] Always bedevilled by detail and constantly evolving the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) was again updated last December and the changes introduced have the potential to
significantly impact Parish Councils. These modifications aim to accelerate housing development, streamline
planning processes, and adjust local planning responsibilities. Although Parish Councils cannot approve or
refuse any planning proposal they are Statutory Consultees and can object, support or otherwise comment
on a proposal. | therefore urge all Parish Councils and their communities to take as much interest in
planning matters as does Stanwix Rural Parish Council, and aim to become proactive and informed
participants in the planning process. Engaging with local authorities, and staying informed regarding their
housing targets and land supply issues, will be crucial for effectively representing community interests and
influencing local development.

The Parish Council does not function in isolation and | therefore take this opportunity to thank our
Cumberland Ward members, Cllrs Helen Davison, John Mallinson and, of course, Brian Wernham who we
are all delighted to see Brian Back in the saddle after his being laid low for some while. We are always
pleased to see our ward members at meetings. As John’s patch encompasses the greater part of the parish
we tend to keep his nose well and truly to the grindstone, and so particular thanks go to him for his
continuing support and assistance.

As always, sincere thanks go to my Parish Council colleagues for their greatly appreciated help, support,
confidence and fellowship. Particular thanks to Vice Chairman, Clir Chris Savory without who's friendship
and counsel the job would be much harder. Thanks also to recently retired former Clir Tony Coles, for his
valued contributions over the last decade or so.

Also deserving of special thanks is our Assistant Clerk, Andrew Kyle. Having taken to the role like a duck to
water, he has established a firm place as a trusty, trusted and ever increasingly valuable asset to the council.

Finally, every year, | try to find a new way to extol the many virtues, talents, encyclopedic knowledge, good
humour, wit, and willingness to the extra mile of our Clerk and Proper Officer, Sarah Kyle. I've used
everything from Biblical quotes: “She is worth far more than rubies... She speaks with wisdom.” [Proverbs,
Chapter 31 —vs 10 and 26: to song titles, Carly Simon’s “Nobody does it better!” After 10 years her singular
gift of thinking outside the box, to find a way around a seemingly intractable conundrum, shouldn’t be a
surprise — but always is! She sees all sides of an argument and will cheerfully play devil’s advocate to reveal
its weaknesses. She’s a pleasure to work with and, like everyone else who knows her, | remain baffled by
her ability to fit at least 36 hours into a day. There’s a saying that ‘no one is indispensable’, but when it
comes to indispensability, she’s as close as you’'re ever going to get! So this year I'll borrow song titles from
the popular beat combo, Oasis, of which she appears to be quite fond: ‘Some Might Say’ she’s a ‘Rock ‘n’
Roll Star’ or even a ‘Force of Nature’ but ‘Whatever’ she "Won't Let You Down"

Craig Nicholson,

Chairman, SRPC

4. Open Forum
No matters for discussion were raised and the Chairman closed the meeting at 7:08p.m.

Signed: Chairman: 13th May 2026
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